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Effects of the accident at Mihama Nuclear Power Plant Unit 3 on the public's attitude to
nuclear power generation

bl E1 (Atsuko Kitada)*

B 1993FEN Ok L TW DR HREICHET 2GR EO —B L LT, £33 5HFK2 2
F 12 BTG ek & PR 2 B D CRAE A2 J5E L 72, RTEIFRAS (20034F) 706 OF IS A E /2
BALZESIT 5 & &I, JFF DI 2 ERoSE IR 1T 5 SilniE o RIZ L ROH)
X%, EiE3 SHEH L JCOFH THE LT,

BETEClE, R HOHEBARLZRLY A7 ERLRmE D, BT I B OO % 2 Ak
HEFERRORIE T LTV, THEo RER A, - $&$m%¢ka5%@Em%@£ PERREFIC
XKL TRZONRLRLE T LTV, 72770, OO TIE, LA & ose il i 4 h
& LT o To, JET I3 EIZ OV TORICREEE ~ %@i&%h&#ot ESS
HEFHBIZICOF MDA L+ 5 &, RBAME LKL, R HRE ﬁﬁéﬁﬁmwﬁﬂimﬁ
HC/hESWNWZ Enbnot-.

B CIE, 251 3 SISO R ITBTE L v K<, JCOF# - T T RAL - BEREE AR
SRR LD L<RREBL TV, BAEMBROY AN RS 2 & THK - FH4: & o LB EEEC
’?”@?275%;%5 EWIDNRZT. AT D EBRA~OEEIIEE LV S 52 lehoTz. T
L, TR - FHEOWTRIZBWTY, B S ERORBEILROZET Y v T REICB S E
HHDTHY, FANIET 5 EBHTEDNNEL HIZEDEEOENTRNT LT,

M, JR - EBICEH L TR UV EZTZY L2 &) L) HREETIE, %63 54
FIA~OEHEN S RIEZ IR o120, —RIICER - ZRICELTHHOR6 E 22T
Wiz, A2 OBILANLZRORBICER L, HTAREOHREZERL WD Z Enbnot.

F—U—F JEFREE HERIHE SRk it R

Abstract As part of an ongoing public opinion survey regarding nuclear power generation,
which started in 1993, a survey was carried out in the Kansai and Kanto regions two months after
the accident at Unit 3 of the Mihama Nuclear Power Plant. In addition to analyzing the statistically
significant changes that have taken place since the previous survey (taken in 2003), increase and
decrease of the ratio of answers to all the questions related to nuclear power before and after the
two accidents were compared in the case of the accidents which occurred in the Mihama Unit 3 and
the JCO company's nuclear-fuel plant.

In the Kansai region, a feeling of uneasiness about the risky character of nuclear power generation
increased to some extent, while the public's trust in the safety of nuclear power plants decreased
somewhat. After a safety-related explanation on "Early detection of troubles" and "Accident
prevention" was given from a managerial standpoint, people felt a little less at ease than they had
before. Uneasiness, however, did not increase in relation to the overall safety explanation given
about the engineering and technical functioning of the plant. There was no significant negative effect
on the respondents' evaluation of or attitude toward nuclear power generation. It was found that the
people's awareness about the Mihama Unit 3 accident was lower and the effect of the accident on
their awareness of nuclear power generation was more limited and smaller when compared with the
case of the JCO accident.

In the Kanto region, people knew less about the Mihama Unit 3 accident than those living in the
Kansai region, and they remembered the JCO accident, the subsequent cover-up by Tokyo Electric
Power Company, and the resulting power shortages better than those living in Kansai. This
suggested that there was a little difference in terms of psychological distance in relation to the
accidents and incidents depending on the place where the events occurred and the company which
caused them. The effect on one's awareness of nuclear power was even less in Kanto than in Kansai.
However, it was learned that the difference in the ratios of answers between Kansai and Kanto
before and after the accidents was within the margin of error for the sample, and the difference in
the effect of the Mihama Unit 3 accident was not large enough to produce a noticeable difference in
the respondents' awareness of nuclear power.

In response to the free-answer question "What have your thoughts and feelings been recently
regarding nuclear power generation?", only a few people mentioned the Mihama Unit 3 accident
specifically, but over 60% of the respondents mentioned accidents and safety concerns in general.
The survey showed that people's concern centers on safety problems, and they are conscious of the
dangers of nuclear power generation.

Keywords Nuclear power generation, opinion survey, the accident at Mihama Nuclear Power
Plant Unit 3, effects
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